


What is EENet?

Evidence Exchange Network (EENet) is a mental health 
and addictions network that connects stakeholders 
across Ontario. The EENet community includes
researchers, clinicians, decision-makers, service
providers, system planners, policymakers, persons with 
lived experience, and families.

EENet promotes the use of research evidence in
decision-making by providing an infrastructure that links 
research and researchers with mental health and
addictions stakeholders. 

The network develops targeted knowledge translation 
products and tools, and supports interactive exchanges. 
By creating and sharing evidence about services,
supports, and systems, EENet aims to support a better 
mental health and addictions system in the province.



Integrating research fi ndings into policy and
practice is an important part of improving the mental 
health and addictions system. Yet there have been few 
formal mechanisms that support this process. To
maximize the impact of evidence, EENet: 

• Enables stakeholders to generate and exchange 
knowledge about mental health and addictions;

• Moves the mental health and addictions system in 
Ontario toward practices and policies that are
informed by sound evidence; and

• Builds capacity for research that responds to 
knowledge gaps in practice and policy.

Why do we need EENet?



EENet uses a “network of networks” approach:
existing and new networks link to EENet, resulting 
in broad, province-wide linkages that build on how 
stakeholders are already connected in the system.

The EENet Management and Resource Centre is
located at the Centre for Addiction and Mental 
Health.

It includes several knowledge brokers and a
communications associate. Regional knowledge
exchange leads are based throughout Ontario,
ensuring the network’s reach. EENet receives
direction and guidance from a steering committee 
that represents diverse perspectives from across the 
province.

How is EENet structured?



• Filter evidence to aid in its productive use;

• Amplify ideas to make them more
understandable;

• Build capacity for specifi c network-related
purposes;

• Connect stakeholders for network-related
purposes;

• Support communities to promote and sustain  
values and standards; and

• Facilitate action that is not being done by other 
stakeholders.

Adapted from Enrique Mendizabal’s “Understanding Networks: The Functions of 
Research Policy Networks” (2006).

What does EENet do?



What is next for EENet?

EENet is growing and increasing its capacity to fulfi ll its 
mission to ensure that the Ontario mental health and 
addictions system is evidence-informed.

Funding provided by Health Canada’s Drug Treatment 
Funding Program (DTFP) through the province of
Ontario is enabling the network to expand its
operations and support ten Ontario Systems Projects.

The DTFP is a federal contribution program designed 
to support provinces and territories in their efforts to 
strengthen evidence-informed substance abuse
treatment systems; and address critical gaps in
substance abuse treatment services, particularly for
at-risk youth.



If you have an idea regarding how to make the mental health 
and addictions system more evidence-informed, or if you 

would like to connect to EENet, please visit

www.eenet.ca
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