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LGBTQ Research 
No Longer Waiting in the Wings 

 
It can take a long time to translate research findings into health care practice—17 

years on average. Even then, only 14% of findings enter day to day use. Researchers at 
the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH), however, are taking a dramatic 
approach to finding an audience for their work: they are putting on a play. 
 

Funded by CIHR, the project “Using Theatre to Disseminate LGBT Peoples’ 
Experiences with Assisted Human Reproduction (AHR) Services” will place the results 
of another project, “Creating Our Families,” in front of two key audiences: AHR service 
providers and prospective parents who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and queer 
(LGBTQ). Four mini-plays will dramatize interactions between the two groups. Audience 
members will have a chance to take part in the plays. When they see something wrong – 
for example, a service provider discriminating against an LGBTQ person – audience 
members can stop the play and step in to fix the problem. The plays will help service 
providers as they work to provide culturally sensitive care. And they will also support 
LGBTQ people to be more empowered in their journey using AHR to have children. 
 

“We think it’s valuable to present these plays to LGBTQ 
communities so people can learn from each other about how 
to advocate for their health care needs,” says Scott 
Anderson, a research coordinator with Dr. Lori Ross’ team 
at CAMH. 
 

Led by Dr. Lori Ross, Rachel Epstein, Stu Marvel, Dr. Leah Steele, and CAMH 
research staff datejie green, “Creating Our Families” looks at the experiences of LGBTQ 
people with fertility clinics and sperm donation services in Ontario. LGBTQ people make 
up a large portion of AHR services users—up to 30% according to one Toronto clinic. 
And yet these services are often not set up in ways that are inclusive of LGBTQ families, 
which sometimes results in discriminatory treatment. Using the results of “Creating Our 
Families,” the plays aim to change the status quo by putting it up on stage and under a 
clarifying light. 
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The plays also represent an engaging, arts-based approach to translating research 

results. datejie green, a research analyst at CAMH, is currently working with a script 
writer to develop the plays. An advisory committee – made up of LGBTQ stakeholders, 
people who have accessed AHR services, fertility doctors, and researchers – will provide 
feedback. 
 

“As community based researchers, we always want to share our research with the 
community,” notes Anderson.  
 

The project plans to involve staff, clinicians, and managers at AHR clinics. The 
hope is that the plays will result in greater cultural competence in service delivery and 
more equitable access for LGBTQ people in Ontario. The curtain goes up this spring. 
 
 

For more information about “Using Theatre to Disseminate LGBT Peoples’ 
Experiences with Assisted Human Reproduction Services,” contact Scott 
Anderson (scott_anderson@camh.net) or datejie green 
(datejie_green@camh.net). For more information about “Creating Our 
Families,” contact Creating_Families@camh.net. Or see their website at 
lgbtqhealth.ca. 
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